NAFTA Makes
Us Sick!

Prevent the Spread of
Swine Flu: Repeal
NAFTA, DR-CAFTA,
and the Peru FTA!

Dear Senator , Senator
Representative

and President Obama:

Diseases like swine flu, avian influenza, and mad cow disease are a major threat to public health.
Yet mounting evidence suggests that current US trade policy is contributing to the spread of these
deadly diseases. In particular, many experts believe that the current swine flu epidemic can be
traced to a Smithfield Foods hog farm in Veracruz, Mexico set up in the wake of NAFTA. The
elimination of export tariffs on hog feed allowed US agribusiness interests to outsource production
to Mexico, where they enjoy lax health and safety standards. The Veracruz facility has no sewage
treatment system to generate the massive quantities of effluent it generates. The increased flow of
goods and persons across borders and restricted access to life-saving medicines due to NAFTA
intellectual property monopolies for pharmaceutical companies ensured that swine flu would not be
contained and would spread rapidly. The US cannot afford trade agreements that endanger our
health! Please take action to repeal NAFTA, the Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade
Agreement, and the Peru Free Trade Agreement and replace them with trade policies that will
improve global health rather than spread pandemics.
Please write back with your thoughts on these issues.
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